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In July 2018 the Department of Archaeology of Ghent University has surveyed the unexcavated 
southeastern part of the Schola del Traiano, an area of ~5.75 ha, with ground-penetrating radar (GPR). 
GPR is a geophysical prospection technique, used frequently for the non-invasive investigation of 
Roman urban sites. It is based on the reflection of radio waves at transitions between layers and objects 
with a different moisture content (e.g. buried walls). The amplitudes and travel times of the reflected 
waves are measured, resulting in vertical radargrams that can be combined in order to extract horizontal 
maps (time slices). We used a network comprising 15 GPR antennas with a centre frequency of 500 
MHz, mounted onto a wooden cart towed by an all-terrain vehicle.  
The object of the prospection was located in the western part of Ostia, on the rear of the so-called Schola 
del Traiano (IV, V, 15-16) situated along the western decumanus. This building has long been 
considered to be a mid-2nd century guild-seat since the publication of the Topografia Generale in 1953, 
but recent excavations definitely showed that this building is a Severan monumental structure which 
knew more phases of occupation during the 3rd century A.D. This building complex opened onto the 
south-eastern unexcavated area which was the main focus of our investigation. The study of the GPR 
results, which is ongoing, combined with the already existing aerial photographs of this area, can provide 
us with more answers concerning the phases of the Schola del Traiano and has the potential to change 
our picture of the function of this impressive building. 
 
  
